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Some sexual sentimentality

and thoughts on a

Plutocrats

By Paul Goetzee
Starring Robert Astia
and Clwistine Maclnnis

BY LIAM LACEY
The Globe and Mail

EDMONTON

Plutocrats, which opened Friday
night at Edmonton's Jubilee The-
atre as the Northern Light season
opener, is another kind of well-
made play by a rising young Brit-
ish-based, South African-born
playwright, Paul Goetzee. Goetzee
is an innovator, a writer who can
play with the traditienal forms of
farce and aillegory in surprising
ways. Once you've hurdled the
play’s premise — a farce about an
accident in a plutonium factory —
you're well on your way.

The play takes place in two time
frames: onc contemporary, in
which a worker has an accident at
a plutonium re-processing plant,
the other in seventeenth-century
plague-ridden London. In the mod-
ern story, Jack's accident and his
attitude toward it (he considers
himsell a “Buddhist-nihilist-exis-
tentialist"), and his bland refusal
to accept his company’s urge to lay
him off, set off circumstances
drawing in CIA operatives and ler-
rorists, culminating in a round of
juggling that involves plutonium
canisters and JYack's baby daugh-
ter. Or, at least that's how the play
culminates just before the world
blows up.

But back 1o the seventeenth cen-
tury, where a rich benelactor
makes a deal with the local rat-
catcher, to raisc rats in his base-
ment lo keep the rat-catcher in
work. The parallel hetween har-
boring plutonium and breeding
plaguc-infesied rats is ohvious,
and remarkably enough, the two
story lines manage to converge.

Goelzee’s writing is stylized and
highly artful: short scenes, a
broad, cartoonish acting style,
eliptical absurdist dialogue punc-
tuated by lightning flashes of black
comic lyricism. Plutocrats is not
weighty theatre in “any normal
scnse, but the Edmonton produc-
tion — with its solemn, futuristic
blue set, eerie original music and
excellent ensemble style — is first-
rate. '

The production bodes well for
Northern Light Theatre under the
guidance of Gyllian Raby, the di-
rector of the play and the theatre’s
new artistic director.
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